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IN THE CLAIMS 

1-75. Canceled. 

76. (Currently amended)[[:]] An elongated guide wire for use in a surgical or other procedure 
for accessing a remote site in the body of a human or animal subject, ths guide wire defining a 
longitudinally extending central axis, and extending axially between a distal end for accessing 
the remote site, and a spaced apart proximal end, and comprising an elongated core wire 
extending from the proximal end and terminating in a distal portion adjacent the distal end of the 
guide wire^ adjacent the distal ond thereof the distal portion of the core wire being of 
substantially rectangular transverse cross-section defining a pair of spaced apart major surfaces, 
and a pair of spaced apart minor surfaces extending between the major surfaces, th e distal 
portion and further defining a central major plane lying intermediate the major surfaces and 
bisecting the minor surfaces, and a central minor plane lying intermediate the minor surfaces and 
bisecting the major surfaces, wherein the distal portion of the core wire is bent into a curved 
configuration in the central major plane for formuig an alignment portion lying in the central 
major plane and extending fi-om the bend at an angle greater than zero relative to the central axis 
for facilitating guiding of the guide wire mto a branched vessel of the subject^ 

77. (Currently amended) [[:]]A guide wire as claimed in Clauji 76 in which the alignment 
portion extends relative to the central axis at an ai^le in the range of 30° to 90°. 

78. (Currently amended)[[:]] A guide wire as elmmed in Claim 76 in which the distal portion 
of the guid e core wire is of a material for retaining the distal portion in the curved configuration 
formed by the bend[[,]]^ and preferably, the di s tal portion of the guide wire in of dimenoiona for 
retaining the distal portion in the curved configuration formed by the bend, and advantageously, 
the distal portion of the guide wire i s bendable in the central minor plane thereof for facilitating 
bending of the distal portion with at least a part of the alignment portion bent out of the central 
major plane for facilitating guiding of the guide wire into a branched vessel of the subj e ct, and 
preferably, the diatd portion of the guide wire ic i bendable in the confaal minor piano thereof for 
facilitating bending of the distal portion with th e alignment portion bent out of the central major 
plane for facilitating guiding of the guide wir e into a branch e d v e ssel of tiie subject, and 
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advantageously, the distal portion of the guide wire is of material for facilitating manual bending 
of the distal portion in the central minor plane thereof, and preferably, the distal portion of the 
guide wire is dimensioned for facilitating manual bending of the distal portion in the central 
minor plane thereof, and advantageously, the distal portion of tho guide wire is of stainless sto o l 

79. (Currently amended)[[:]] A guide wire as claimed in Glaim 76 in which the major 
surfaces of the distal portion of the guid e core wire converge towards the distal end. 

80. (Currently amended)[[:]] A guide wire as claimed in Claim 76 in which the minor 
surfaces of the distal portion of the guide core wire diverge towards the distal end[[,]]^ aad 
alternatively, th e minor surfaoos of the distal portion of th e guide wir e are parall e l to each othor. 

81. (Currently amended)[[:]] A guide wire as claimed in Claim 76 in which a reinforcing 
means is provided on the distal portion of the guide core wire for minimising bending of the 
distal portion in the central minor plane thereof[[,]]. and pr e f e rably, tho reinforcing moans 
e xtending along at loast a portion of the distal portion of the guide wir e from a proximal end of 
tii e distal portion, and pr e f e rably, the reinforcing moans extends along at least a part of tho 
alignment portion, and advantageously, the r e inforcing means terminates at a location spaced 
apart from the distal end of the alignment portion, and preferably, the reinforcing means is 
located to coincide substantially with the central minor plane defin e d by th e distal portion, and 
advantageously, the reinforcing m e ans comprises an elongated reinforcing m e mber extending 
along ono of tho major surfaces of the distal portion. 

82. (Currently amended)[[:]] A guide wire as claimed in Claim 76 in which the guide wire 
comprises an elongated core wir e extending from the proximal end to the distal portion, and 
preferably, the core wire terminates in the distal portion, and preferably [[,]] the distal portion of 
the gui^ core wire is integrally formed with the core wire[[,]]^ and advantageously, the distal 
portion of the guide wire is formed from the core vAte, and alternatively, the distal portion of tho 
guide wire io formed separately from tho coro wiro, and is secured thereto, and preferably, tho 
distal portion of the guide wire terminates in a bulbous portion at the distal end of the guide wire 
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for facilitating guiding of the guide wire through vessels of the subject without damaging the 
vessels, and advantageously, the bulbous portion io radiuacd, and preferably, the bulbous portion 
defines the distal ond of the guide wiro and defines a h e mispherical distal ond. 

83. (Currently amended)[[:]] A guide wire as claimed in Claim 82 103 in which the guide 
wire comprises a sleeve extendmg fi-om the bulbous portion in a proximal direction and th e core 
wir e extends through the sleevo, and preferably, the sleeve extends along the core wire in the 
proximal direction beyond the distal portion of the guide core wire, and advantageously, the 
sleeve terminates at a location intermediate the distal portion and the proximal end of the guide 
wire, and preferably, one end of the sleeve is being secured to the bulbous portion of the guide 
wire, and the other end of the sleeve is being secured to the core wire[[,]]. and advantageously, 
the sleeve is secured to tho guide whre by soldering, and preferably, the sleev e is of transvorso 
cross section, tho outer periphery of which substantially coincides with th e outer periphery 
defined by the transverse cross section of the bulbous portion. 

84. (Currently amended)[[:]] A guide wire as claimed in Claim «3 83 in which the distal end 
of the sleeve is of a radiopaque material[[,]]. and proforably, tho sloevo io of a radiopaque 
material, and preferably, the slcove is selected fi-om ono or more of the following metals: 

— platinum, 

' platinum alloy, 

gold; 

tantalum. 

85. Cancel Claim 85. 

86. Cancel Claim 86. 

87. (Currently amended)[[:]] In combination a catheter for use in a surgical or other 
procedure for accessing a remote site in the body of a human or animal subject, and an elongated 
guide wire, the guide wu:e defining a longitudinally extending central axis, and extending axially 
between a distal end for accessing the remote site, and a spaced apart proximal end, and 
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comprising an elongated core wire extending from the proximal end and terminating in a distal 
portion adjacent the distal end of the guide wire^ adjacent the distal end thereof the distal portion 
of the core wire being of substantially rectangular transverse cross-section defining a pair of 
spaced apart major siufaces, and a pair of spaced apart minor surfaces extending between the 
major surfaces, the distal portion and further defining a central major plane lying intermediate 
the major surfaces and bisecting the minor surfaces, and a central minor plane lying intermediate 
the minor surfaces and bisecting the major surfaces, characterised in that wherein the distal 
portion of the core wire is bent into a curved configuration in the central major plane for forming 
an alignment portion lying in the central major plane and extending from the bend at an angle 
greater than zero relative to the cenfral axis for facilitating guiding of the guide wire into a 
branched vessel of the subject. 

88. (Currently amended)[[:]] A method for forming an elongated guide wire for use in a 
surgical or other procedure for accessing a remote site in the body of a human or animal subject, 
the guide wire defining a longitudinally extending central axis and extending axially between a 
distal end f or accessing the remote site and a spaced apart proximal end, the method comprising: 
the s top s o f[[']] 

providing an elongated core wire extending from the proximal end and terminating in a 
distal portion of circular transverse cross-section adjacent the distal end of the guide wire. 

forming the distal portion of the guide core wire to be of substantially rectangular 
transverse cross-section defining a pair of spaced apart major surfaces, and a pair of spaced apart 
minor surfaces extending between the major surfaces, the distal portion further defining a central 
major plane lying intermediate the major surfaces and bisecting the minor surfaces, and a cenfral 
minor plane lying mtermediate the minor surfaces and bisecting the major surfaces, m4 wherein 

prior to forming the distal portion of circular fransverse cross-section of the core wire to 
be of the substantially rectangular transverse cross-section, bending the distal portion of circular 
transverse cross-section is bent into a curved configuration in the central major plane for forming 
to form an alignment portion lying in the central major plane and adjacent the distal end of tiie 
core wire extending from tiie bend at an angle greater than zero relative to the cenfral axis , and 

the bent distal portion of the curved configuration is then shaped to be of the substantially 
rectangular fransverse cross-section with the ahgnment portion and the bend being of the 
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substantially rectangular transverse cross-section, and the alignment portion lying in the central 
ma, jor plane for facilitating guiding of the guide wire into a branched vessel of the subject. 

89. Cancel Claim 89. 

90. Cancel Claim 90. 

91. Cancel Claim 91. 

92. Cancel Claim 92. 

93. Cancel Claim 93. 

94. Cancel Claim 94. 

95. Cancel Claim 95. 

96. (Currently amended)[[:]] A guide wire as claimed in Claim 76 in which the alignment 
portion extends relative to the central axis at an angle up to 30°. 

97. Cancel Claim 97. 

Please add the following new claims: 

98. (New) A guide wire as claimed in Claim 76 in which the distal portion of the core wire is 
of dimensions for retaining the distal portion ui the curved configuration formed by the bend. 

99. (New) A guide wire as claimed in Claim 76 in which the distal portion of the core wire is 
bendable in the central minor plane thereof for facilitating bending of the distal portion with at 
least a part of the alignment portion heat out of the central major plane to facilitate guiding of the 
guide wire into a branched vessel of the subject 

1 00. (New) A guide wire as claimed in Claim 76 m which the distal portion of the core wire is 
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of material for facilitating manual bending of the distal portion in the central minor plane thereof 

101. (New) A guide wire as claimed in Claim 76 in which the distal portion of the core wire is 
of stainless steel material. 

1 02. (New) A guide wire as claimed in Claim 76 in which the distal portion of the core wire is 
formed separately from the core wire, and is secured thereto. 

103. (New) A guide wire as claimed in Claim 76 in which the distal portion of the core wire 
terminates in a bulbous portion at the distal end of the guide wire for facilitating guiding of the 
guide wire through vessels of flie subject without damaging the vessels. 

1 04. (New) A guide wire as claimed in Claim 103 in which the bulbous portion is radiused. 

105. (New) A guide wire as claimed in Claim 103 in which the bulbous portion defines the 
distal end of the guide wire and defines a hemispherical distal end. 

106. (New) A guide wire as claimed in Claim 81 in which the reinforcing means extends along 
at least a portion of the distal portion of the core wire from a proximal end of the distal portion. 

1 07. (New) A guide wire as claimed in Claim 8 1 in which the reinforcing means extends along 
at least a part of the alignment portion, and terminates at a location spaced apart from the distal 
end of the alignment portion. 
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